Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income ar gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exemgpt from a limited assurance raview under Section 9 of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is o requirement to have a fimited assurance review ar to submit an Annual Govermance and
Accouniability Return to the extarnal auditor, provided that the authority has cartified Bself as axempt at a
meetirg of the authorty after 31 March 2028 and a compleied Cerlificate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 Juna 2026 rotifyirg the edarnal awditor,

CHAPEL HAbDLEsSEY FPARIS 4 CouNT i

cerifias that during the financial year 20258/26, the higher of the authority's total gross income for
the year or total gross annual expendilure, for lha year did nol exceed £25,000

Total annual gross ingome for the authority 2025/26: { S_’ Z 3y
Total annual gross axpanditure for the autharity 2025/26: fas2g

Thare are cartain cireumstancas in which an autharity wil he unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be reguired. If an aulhority is unable to confirm the statements balow then it

cannol certify itself a5 exernpt and it must submit the completed Anrual Govemance and Accountability Return
Formn 3 1o the extenat auditor to undertake a fimited assurance review for which a fea of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are condirming that:

» The authotity was in sxistence on 13l April 2022
» i ralalion 10 the preceding financial yesr [2024/25), lhe axlermal auditor has nat:
-~ issued a public interest report in respect of the autharity or any entity connected with it
* made a slalulory recommendalian bo the aulharty, relaling 1o the authenty or any entity cennected with i
= issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1{1) of Schedule B to the Local Audit and Accaurtability Act
2014 ["the Ad®™}, and has nol withdrawn the notice
+ commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31{1) of the At
- made an application under section 28{1) of the Acl Tor a dedaratian that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
= The cour has nat dedared ah ftem of account unlawhul after a person made an appeal under section 25(3) of the Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,004, then the Cenificate of Exemplion can be signed and a copy submitted to the extemal auditor
either by email or by post (not both),

The Annual Intemal Audil Report, Annual Governance Slatement, Accounting Stalements, an analysis of
variances and the bank recondfiabion plus the information required by Regulation 15 {2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights stifl nesd ta bs fully completed and,
alang with a capy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage™ before 1 July 2026,
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication reguiremants,

Signend by the Responsible Financial Officer Date i confirm ihat this Cerlificate of
T\ RBondpen of /0. fzoat | femPion ums appmee v ob Josfreet
Signad by Char Oata ar recnrdad in minute refarence;
-._df__:__:}- %V\m uﬁfﬂf}:nzﬂ zéni{: jb}l
Genwerc email address of Authorty Tedephone rumber
clerl achardhaddlﬁxij~po.jw-u-k~ 0i7y722B471
*Published web address

gha’:}gf_-kdﬁ‘lcﬂuﬂ_j - FC' . gav. wik

OHNLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as svon as possible after cerlification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT,
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

C uatel HaAdbieiey PARISH Couneri

a.:..{n.aP_LL J\mak:lféi*aj—fc sqov - ull

During the financial yesr ended 21 March 2026, this authority’s intemal auditor acting independantly and an
the basis of an assessment of risk, carmed out a selective assessmeant of compliance with the relevant
procedures and conlrals in speration and abtained appropriale evidence from the authorty,

The intermal audit for 2025/26 has been camied out i accordance with this authorily's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audil conclusions are summarised in
ihig lable. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control ohjectives were baing achieved throughout the financial year
la a standard adequate to meet the neads of this authorlty.

Internal control objetive

A, Approprinie accounting records heve been propery kept Lhreughout the firandal yeer.

B. Thie authatty complied with ke financial ragulaticns, paymeante wara supporied by mvaices, all
cxpenditure was approved and YAT wes appropriately acsounted for.

C. This autharty assessed tha significant risks to achieving s objectives and reviawed the adequacy
of amangemeants {0 managa thesn,

D. The precept or rakes reguiremen resdlbed from an adequate budgstary process, prograsa aga:nst
the budget was regulardy manitored; and resenmss were appropnate.

E. Lxpactad incame was fully received, based on comect prices, properly recorded and pramptly
banked: and VAT was appropriately accountad for.

F. Cash paymente wars proparty rupporied by moeipte, all cash expandrure was approved
and VAT approgriately accounted for,

G. Salares o emplayees and sltowances to members were paid in aceordance with this awtharity's
apomvats, and PAYE and NI reguirements were propeily applied.

H. Asset and invaatmernls regialers were complete and accurete and propery mairtained,
I. Peradic bank accoun recondiiations wars propedy camad out during the yeer.

J. Accounding statements prepared during the year werg prepared on the sarecl accounting bagis
ireceipts and peymenls ar income and expenditure), agreed Lo bhe cash book, supportad by an
adequale skl rail from underying records and where approprale deplors and creditors were
propery reconded.

K. H the authority cerified itself as exempt from a imiled assurance review in 2024725, it met the
exemgplion crilena and correclly declarad Aself exempl. [ He ooty had a fmited azstrance
raview af K5 2024725 AGAR bk “rof covarag')

L. The authorty publizhed the required Information on a wabsite/webpaga up to date al the tme of
the intermal audit in aecordance with the rafevant legislation,

M. Ir the yesar eovered by this AGAR, The authority correclly provided for a penicd for the exercise of
public rights as rAquired by Ihe Accounis and Audil Requlalions (dunrg (he 2028008 AGAR partod,
were pLiic mohis in relalion ta the 2074-25 AGAR avidencad? by a nalice ¢n tha wabsia antvir
authodly approved mimtes confirming the dates sel).

M. The authofly has compl ed wilh e publication reguinetrents for 2024029 AGAR,
{see AGAR Page T Guithanoe Noles).

0. The aulhorily has complied with lews, regulatians & proger pracizes relating to digital and
data complianca.

F. (For local counclls only}
Trusl funds [inclueding chartable) — The council met s responsiditios as a trestes,

For any clher risk arees kenlified by lhes suthonily adequale contrals exisled (st any other sk areas on seporaie shoets if

\.

N R ERNE NN NS

1

needed]. Date(s) internal audht undeitaken Mame of parson who camed out he intemal audil
22 focir1026 HELENS BENNETT,

Signature of who — - '

ca?nr?zd;ﬁtthzfr:;r:almdﬂ &CB-QM\QHD ' Dalm ‘ZEPDB 'I E'GLG

I i responea I5 'no’ plaxcs ctate tha Implications: and ackion baing talen to address amy wessnews m oontrol identiflad (pcd sepersle sheets IF needed)

kot IFie respones e ol cosansc? phacsn ataba wihen e most recant bl e oS wolk wak done Inthis anea and when 1 ia nect placnad; or,
¥ coversge = nol required, the: anmaol intemsl sudit repor] st sxpiein wity nol jadd seperste sheeta d meeded).
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

CHAFEL Hlanblezey PAALSH Counlaic.

our responsibilty for ensuring that there is a sound systern of inlernat control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for tha year ended 31 March 202€, that!

1_ W hava put in placa armangamenls for affecttva fnandal

manggermenl dunng ne year, aad fpr e preparation of
LI ar.munri'._q ETAtamianis.

preparad iz poccourting stalemants in provthunue
with the Asconnts and Aot Reguiations.

2 Wi maintained an adequale Byslam of intemal contral
including measwrea designec to prevent enc delec| Irel-ct
atvd coattuption ahd ravieved it elactiveness

mada propar armasgements 8a7 eccepied respunsbinly
For wafequennding Mo pubiis movwey and PATuleRs i
its chame,

A, Wa hava sssurad oursabies that thare ara ne matters
af adual or polertial non-compliance wth kaws,

rea @ ILRIoRE arl Proner Practieas 1hat coukd hava a
Gl aTizeent Titees scded ifent on e sty of this
Askarty o enndunt ils buslnass or managr itk
finanioes,

has onfy dane whel i has the iagal power (2 do and hos
comgdiod with Faper Praclices ia doweg &0

4, We providad proper opporhunily durmg the year ior
the mirtlee of electnrs’ Hghts In Accondanca wdih e
reguirenenls ol the Accounds and Al Regulalionrs,

durirky M o gave Al parsons inferasiad the oppaTunity o
inzpact and ask questions abaut this authorly's ectulnly.

5. W camicd oul 2n essassment af Lhe nsks lading s

ticke incduding The kfroductlon of intemal anntrode snotor
exlerral Higuranoe cover whsne reguired,

constiered angd documeated fhe Snanciel and ofhar dsks A
frres and duull with herm propeny

6. We maimeined throughoul Lhe year an adequate and
affactiva systam of imemal audit of the accounting
records end conbrod systems,

armanged far a compatent persan, indeasnaent of e Nranoes
ool ard procedures, 1o giva an obfectve thew o whothar
[ntarnal conins mesl the needs OfF (his smaler gLl

7. W fook appropricte oodion on &l oalbers raised
in mpore fram intemal and axtemal acdi.

resporded o matiars i o s athendan oy infeal and
axtamal audil

8. W cansidered whether any IFigation, lianilhes or
corrmitments, evenls or lansoctions, ocouming ciiher
during pr after the year-snd, hava a financial impacl on
this authonity and, whare appropriate, haee ncluded them
in the sccounting gla3taments.

4. Far locat esundle anly) Teozl fands includieg

cherilable, In gur capacily o= ihe sgic managing tnueles
wa discharged our acoountan liy respenrkibtas for the

tundisdassoks, kciuding fnenosl reporing end, It
required, indapandant axaminatian or audt.

v
v
v
va
Futhorty and look appropriate sleps to manage those \//
v
v
v

isskrserd svarpfhing & shouid hava ebowt #s busingas aoinmy
ol B Wi sGiaing evenks laking place affer tha puear
aad K relevant.

fhax mar all of Ax responsibiites where a7 8 bodhy
covpaiate | ks 2 sole oty frostee af & doced st
| ardruste

1. YWe have pul n place arengemens for the affeclive IT
and data marcgesment in accordancs with proper
prackces durmg Lhe yaar under eview,

has made suilable araogements forils 1T oo gl
managerrant and kas comyad with peoper prachices i
fomg 0.

"For any slalemar to which th rezponsa (5 no', an explanatcn must be
publehed
Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting whers

approval wak qgivan:
(] f”n::-‘:-'}-z & EC-‘)

Chair = “Ebﬂ’k
and recarded as minute reference:

16036/‘5’}2 Clerk

This Annual Governance Staternert was approved al a
mesting of the authorily on:

The authonty wehsils is up 0 date and the inlomation raquirsd by the Transparercy Code has bean pubkshed. :

c,haPELha-Jrf[M-ﬂj ..-ch « Jov Wk.

I.:;é.ge Eof&
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

CHAFEL Habdhiesey Pfmasn Cocneic.

Tolal bafences and reseres at the beginnimg of the year

1. Balances brought

forward &3 B 770 | as recorded in the finsncist recards. Value must agroe
v Bux 7 of previciis year,

Z. {+) Precept ar Rates and Tatal amannt af pracep? [or for IDBs reles and fevies)
Levies L 500 G L0 :zzz::g of rEceivabie in the yaar Fxciuoa any granis

1 {+) Tolal ather recaipls R Tatal fngame ar receipls 85 recorded in the ceshbook fess

=z the precept or rdesfevies raceivad fiine ). Inchids any
3 4 7 qﬂ granis received.

4, {-) Slaff costs 0 Thtal expendilure or payrents made Mo and o Beflail
af & empfoveas. Include gross seferes and Wagos,
aernplopers W contihutions, emplnysrs pansion
conidbutons, gratwtes and severgnce psymeants ]

5. {-1 Loun inleres thoapital o Total expenditure or paymenis of capdal end inferest
rapAyThAnls made during e paar on the authorify'’s bammowings (iF any).

8. (-] All other peymenls Tofal s¥pendiue or pawmahls &3 recondsd i e cash-

75_2 -? =3 29 back lass staf coste (ne 4} and loan inferesticapial
repaymaats (ing 5).

7. [=) BEdances camied Yolgl balances ahd resorves al the end of e year
— & 770 9 477 & must squal {1+2+3] - [4+5+6).

B. Tolsl valua of cash and ) G The swre of 2 vurrent arad deposit bank accounts, cash
shart term investments 8170 A T & | oidings and short term investments held aw at 37 March —

To agree with bank reconcRlation.

9. Tk fixed assets plus T valte of al the proparly tha authondy owns — | is made
long tertn investmenls ! 7 8 E. 2 { ? 8 (_-. 2 i ef 3l s Mg assals and long farm investmrents ay al
and agsaiR X1 March,

18 Totad burrowingrs O C:" The oidstonding capital balence g5 at 31 Merch af aff lans

l frorn third parties (including PWLE,).

For Local Councils 01y

i sEcdions T |

o guidance refer to the Pracifionars’ Guida sections .31 o 252,

| certity hat for the year endad 31 March 202G the
Arcounting Statements in this Annual Govermanoe and
Accountabiiity Relum hawve basn preparad on aither a
receipls ard paymenis or incom e and expenditurs basis
follpwing tha gukdanca in Govamanea and Accountabilily for

Srmller Authorithcs — a Practlliohers' Gulde 1o Proge
Practces and presanl famly the financial position of this

authnrity,

Slqned by Responsible Financlal Offcer before belng
prazaniad to the authority for appraoval.

oéfu.;’fﬂaz&;

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approvad by this authonty on this dste:

-:::6 / {;.E'!?.,Gl{:

as recorded in minute referenca;

zbozb /"ij?:

Signad by Chair of the meeting where the
Accountlng Statements were approved

s

Annual Governanca and Accountabitity Return 202528 Form 2
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Explanation of variances — 2025-2026

Chapel Haddlesey Parish Council

The 'Practiioness’ Guide’ provides guidance on explaining significamt varances. Plasse provide full

explanations, inciuding numerical yalues, for the following:

«  yariances of mare Ihan 19% belween totals for indwidusl boaes (except varances of ess than £200);

= ifthe total reserves (Box 7) igure is mofe than twica the annual precepl value (Bax ).

Sacton 2

2024)25
£

2025128
£

Varlance
£

Varlance
%

Detailed axplanatiﬁh of variance
{with amounts £}

Box 2
Precept ar
Ratas and
Lavies

4500

Box }
Total other
recainls

Boxd
Staff costs

344

4500

734

0

0

390

113.37

WAT refund was higher {£407)

Box &

Loart
interest!
capilal
repayamants

Box &
Al other
paymants

Box 9

Tataf fixed
agsefs &
fong tarm
investmenis

Box 10
Total
borrowings

Ex ﬁlanation
far ‘high'
FO3ETVESE

& assats

1527

17862

4528

17862

M/A

-2599

NiA

66.23

N/A

| Agditional expenditure: grass cutting

E£280; doorstep green powwer £61;
wabzite £13 inguranca £157, YLCA £14.
Reducad expanditura almeat light power
£227: daorstep green mainterance
EZ2258, internal audit £35; miscelanaous
ER03.93 grants £500.

Anticipated expenditure on bonded gravel for Doorstep Grean did ot occur in this financial

year,




Bank Reconciliation

Chapel Haddlesey Parlsh Councll

Finandal year ending 31 March 2026

Prepared by: Philip Brunyard [Clerk)

Cate:

Balance per bank statements as at 31 March 2026

Current Account
Savings Account

Less: any unpresented cheques at 21 March 2026
Cheque number:

Net halances as 2t 31 March 2026 [Box 8)

£ £
4950 77
452566
0476.43

Q.00

547643

Tha net balances raconclie to the Cash Book {recefpts and payments account} for

the yaar, as fallows:

CASH BOCK:

Dpening Batance 1 April 2025 {Prior year Box B
add: Recaipts in the year

Less: Payments In the year

Clasing balance per cash boak as at 31 March 2026
{must equal net balances above - Box B

2720
5234.42
4528.19

5476.43



CHAPEL HADDLESEY PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATICN
OF ANNLIAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCQUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 21 MARCH 2026

Local Audit and Accountabliity Act 2014 Sectlons 25, 26 and 27

The Accaunts and Audit Regulations 2015 {51 2015/234)

NOTICE

i '1. Date of announcement J1st May 2026 ray

2. Each year the smallar authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accourrkability Return {AGAR). Tha AGAR has baoary published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by tha appainbsd auditor, sincas the smallar authority has
cartifiad itealf ag awampt fram the appointad auditar's raview,

Any person Imerested has the right to inspact and make copias of tha AGAR,
tha aqcaunting resords for the finangial year to which it relates and afl booke,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents ralating w
thess records must be made available for inapactiaon by sny parson intarastad,
Far tha year andad 31 March 2026, thasa documants will ba availshles on

reasanakle notice by application to:

(b} Philip Brunyard
Ashrmors
Chapsd Haddlesey

commencing on (¢ _ Wednaesday 3 June 2026

and ending on () ___Tuesday +4 July 2025

3. Local gevearmnment elactors and thair reprasentatives alsa have:

= The oppottunily to question the appoinled audilor ebout the accounling
moonds; and

«  The rght to make an objection which cancerms a matter in respect of whizh
the appointed auditor could either make @ public inleras! report or apply Lo
the cour for a declaration thal an ibam of aceount is unlawful. YWhtan notice
af an objection muel first be given ko 1ha audilor and 2 copy &Bent 1o the
smalker aulbarity.

The appointed auditor can be contadled at the addrass in paragrach 4 bebow For
1his purptse batwean lhe abdve dales only.

4. Tha smalier authority’s AGAR is anly subject to raview by the appaintsd
auditer # questions or objectons ralsed under the Local Audlit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead 6 the invalvement oF the auditer. The appeinted
audicor 16;

PKF Litthjohr LLF {Ref: SBA Taam)
30 Churchill Pleca
London E14 JRE

{sba@pkf-|.com)

§. This annauncemaent is made by (&) M Langhan

MNOTES

(2) fnsert date of pladng of tha notice
which musl be not lees than 1 day before
e date [n (o) balow

fhy  Ipsert  rmame,  postler and
addiewsdielephone rumber!  email
addraze, am appropriate, of ihe Clerk or
other person to which any peracn may
apply to inapect the agoounts

e Insert date, which musl be at least 1
day eher the date of annoencement in (g)
above and avactly 30 working days
betoe the date appairiad in (d) below

(d} The inspection pericd between (z)
and (d} must be 30 working days
nduwise and muet duda the fret 10
workng days of July.

(e} tnaert neme and posaton of person
placing the notice — this person must be
the responsible Ananclal oficar far the
smaller_authority




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHT3

Pieass note that this summary applies tc all relevant smaller authorities, including kacal
councils, Internal drainage boards and 'cther smaller authorities,

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountablity Acl 2014 {the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smalter
authordiss. This summary axplaing lha pravisions contained in Sactiona 28 and 27 of tha Act. The Act
and the Accaunts and Audil Regulationg 2015 alao cover tha duties, raspansibilities and rights of smaller
authoritiss, other orgarisations and tha public concarming the accounts being audited,

As a focal electar, or an interasled parson, you have cartain legal righls in raspect of lha accounting
records of smallar suthoriliea. As an intereslad paracn you can inapect accounting records and ralaled
documerita. If you are a local government alector for tha area to which the acceunts relate you can also
ask questions about 1he accounts and obijed! te them. You do nel have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. Howenear, any rasulting costs incumaed by tha smaller authority form parl of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, locel residents pay for the cost of you exereising your rights thraugh their council
tax.

The right to Inspect the accounting records

Any inlerested perscn can inspect the accounting records, which includas but is not imited to iscal
slectors. You can inspect the accaunting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds. contracts, hilla, vouchers, raceipts and other documenls ralating to thosa recaords. Yau
can capy all, or part, of these racords or dotuments. Your ingpection must be about the accounts, o
relete to an ilam in the accounts, You cannot, for sxkempla, inspect or copy documents Lnrelated to the
accounts, of that indude persanal information {Section 26 (8) — (10) of the Acl explains whet is meaarnt
by parsanal information) ‘You canngl inspact information which is pratectad by commercial
eantidanliality, This is information which would prajudice commergial confidenliality if it wes released to
the public and there i3 nol, 3et against tkia, & vary atrang reason in tha publie interest why it should
nevaidhsless ha disclogad

When smallar authorities have finished preparing sccounts for the fingncial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a wabsite). There rmust be & 30 working day paricd, catled the
‘veriod far the axercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your stalutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller autherilies must tell the public, including advertising this an ther
websibe, that the ascounting records and related dacumeants are available to inspect. By amangement
you will then have 30 warking days to inspect and make copres of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must inciude 2 commaon period of inspection
during whizh all smaller awthoritiss’ accounting records are available to mspect. This will b2 1-14 July
2026 for 2025026 acoounts. The advertiszement must set out the dates of ihe pericd for the exercise of
public rights. how you can cormmunicale to the smaller authority 1hat vou wish to insped the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditer, and the ratevant lzgislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objectians.

The right to ask the auditor questions shout the accounting records

You should first ask your srmafler authority about the accounting reconds, since thay hoid all tha
dataila. F you are a tocal elector, your night to ask quastions of the exlamal auditor is ensrrined in law.
Horwravar, while the auditor will snswer your gquestions where possible, they are nat always obligad ta
do 80 Far example, the question might be better answered by another argarisation, requira
investigation beyond the suditer's remit, of imvalva dizpropartiomate cost (which i bome by Iha local
taxpayer). Giva your smallar authorily tha oppartunity first to esglain anything in the accounting reconds
that you are unsure aboul. I you ara not satisfied with Thair exptanation, you can gueslion tha extermal
auditor about the accounling reconds,

The law limits the tme availzbks for you formally 1o ask quastions. This must be dane in the paried for
the exercise of public fghts, so ket the axtamal auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisemeant or notice that telis you the accourting records are avaiable 10 inspect will alss give tha
period for the exsrcise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor guestions, whish hare
means formally asking guesiions under the Act. You can ask scmecne 10 represent you wheén asking
the sxiemal auditcr questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspest the accounting records fully, 56 ol know
what ihey contain. Pleass remember that you canngt formally ask questicns, under the Act after the
end of the pericd for the sxercise of public Fights. You may ask your smalker autharity othar quastions
abaut thair accaunts for any year, at any time. Bul thase ara nat guastions undar the Act.

You can ask tha axternal auditor questions about an itam in tha accounting records for the financial
vear baing audited. However, your right 1o ask the external auditor guestions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what' quesliong, ral why' questions. Tha extemal auditor canrot answer
guastions about pelicies. finances, procaduras or anything alse unless it is directly ralevant to an item
in the accourting records. Remamber that your questions must always be about facts, not apinions, To
avoid misundarstanding, we recommend that you ehveys pul vour quesiions in writing.

The right to make abjections at audit

You have inspected the accounling records and asked your guestions of the smaller authonty. How you
may wish to object to the accounts on 1he basis thal an tem in them is i your view unlawful or thare
are malters of widsr concem arising from 1ha smallsr autherity's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to tha High Court for a declaration thal an item of account s
unlawful, cr lo issue & report oh matters which are in the public interest. ¥ou must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts yau cbject to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a puklic interest report should be mads about it. You must provide the axternal auditar
with the evidence you have to support vour abjaction. Disagresing with incoma or apending does nol
make it unlawful To chject lo e accounls you muat writa to the axtarnal auditor stating you want ta
maka an objgction, including the informalion and evidance below and you must send a copy 1o the
smaler authority, Tha notice must includs:

corfirmaticn that you are an alector in ihe smaller authonty's area;

why you ara objecling to the accaunts and the facts on which you raly;

datails of any item in tha accounls thal you think is urilawful; and

details of any matter about which yau think tha external auditor should make a public interest
report.

4 & &

Other than it must be inwriting, there is ne set format for ahjecting. You can only ask the external auditor
12 a¢l within the pewers avarlable under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,

& final word

You may not usa this ‘right to chiect' to make a persenal complainl or ctaim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints o vour logal Citizens' Adwice Bureau, Iocal Law Caentre or
la your solicitor. Smaller aulhorities, and 50 local taxpayers, meet the cosis of dealing with questions
and ghjections. Ih daciding whether to taks yvour cbjection forward, ona of 2 series of faciors tha auditor
musl lake into acoourt ia the cost that will be invglved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public intarast to da so. They may akso dacide net b conaider an objection if they think that it is
frivoloaug or vexaticue, ar if it repasts an abjaction alraady considerad. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's deciaicn not 4o apply to tha courts for & dedaration that an lem of account is unkawful, yau
will have to pay for the action yaurself

; . - | If you wish fo contact your auvlhority's appointed
Far more detailad guidancs on public rights and external audilor please wrilte 10 the address n

the spacial powers of auditors, copies of the . o
. . : paragraph 4 of the Nolice of Pubhc Rights and
publication Local autharity accaunts A guide 1g | Fublication of Linaudited Amnual Govarnance &

your righls are aveilable from the NAQ wabsite. ‘ A ntability Return,




